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Abstract 

This travel itinerary looks at the hyper-visibility of Arab-owned destinations in the 

Wexford-Maryvale neighbour located in South-West Scarborough, specifically between 

Birchmount Road and Victoria Park Avenue on Lawrence Avenue East. We refer to these Arab-

owned structures as hyper-visible stemming from three effects that these spaces have on the 

overall context of Wexford which will act as different sections of the itinerary. These three 

effects are a. naturalizing older existing White (European-descendant) destinations, b. 

aestheticizing of Arab-owned destinations which we refer to as the process of orientalizing 

drawing from Edward Said, and c. invisibilizing other migrant minority owned shops. For these 

reasons, the destinations we have chosen for the itinerary include Arab destinations, White-

owned destinations and other migrant minority-owned destinations. Besides this analysis, we 

will also look at the physical geographical qualities that set Wexford-Maryvale, and Scarborough 

in general, apart from the rest of Toronto as a distinct area symbolized by the Victoria Terrace 

viewpoint (Picture 7).Through our discussion, we engage mostly in aspects of physical and 

cultural geography and their interaction with one another, but also draw from anthropology, 

postcolonial and feminist studies, and sociology. We support our itinerary with photographs that 

play into the gloomy aesthetic that Scarborough is known to have because of its industrial base in 

contrast to more “bright” images of the rest of Toronto. 

 
An Introduction to Wexford 

When telling fellow classmates that reside in Toronto of our travel itinerary general 

location, the Wexford-Maryvale area, specifically “Lawrence East”, our classmates first 

speculated that our theme was surrounding the very visible existence of Arab-owned shisha cafes 

and grocery stores in the area. Since this is due to the becoming of Lawrence Avenue East as a 
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hub of Arab community gathering and a place for resources in terms of household and cultural 

equipment such as groceries, we wanted to explore the attraction to this area and discover the 

narratives that cover or lie under this single view of Oriental Lawrence Avenue (suitably) East. 

The narratives we speak of that cover Lawrence Avenue East are the European-descendant 

destinations and histories tied to them.  

 

The Wexford neighbourhood, took its name from Wexford County, a county originating 

from Ireland, in the province of Leinster. Similar to majority of communities in the 19th century, 

a proper name had rarely been used until a post office had been established. By 1865, the 

community had officially became Wexford when a man by the name of James McBeath, an Irish 

settler, had opened a post office. Wexford was a community with several farms, churches and 

taverns. In 1848, the Anglicans in the community had built a white frame church known as St. 

Jude’s located near what is now the corner of Lawrence Avenue and Victoria Park. Scarborough 

in the 1800s was a major destination for immigrants, including the Irish in the late 1840s, 

following their famine. By 1851, the Irish - mostly Catholic -- were the largest single ethnic 

group in the city. The existing Scottish and English population also welcomed smaller numbers 

of Protestant Irish immigrants.  

 

Scarborough became a developed town due to the Golden Mile. During the post-war, The 

Golden Mile was a mixture of both farmland and munitions plants along Eglinton between 

Victoria park and Birchmount road. It was an area that had fulfilled the suburban dream of living 

in the 1950s (Bradburn). The Golden Mile was a location with prior wartime production facilities 

before being bought out by the township of Scarborough, later filling it with industrial plants 

owned by major manufacturers which created tens of thousands of blue collar jobs attracting 
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people from all over (Bradburn). Residential subdivisions had begun to populate as the Golden 

Mile’s workforce needed to be housed (Brown). Golden Mile focused on both industry and retail 

as it was the largest strip mall in Canada in 1954, whereas Golden Mile Motors had become one 

of the busiest General motors dealerships in the country (Bradburn). This area had attracted 

many people from all over and the influx of these workers had tremendously boosted the 

population of Scarborough from 25,000 in 1945 to around 250,000 by 1964 (Bradburn). 

 

In the the late 1940s, Toronto received an influx of Greek migrants fleeing revolution in 

Greece, predominantly settling in the Danforth area and spreading towards West Scarborough, 

particularly Wexford where blue-collar jobs existed in auto and material sectors, however with 

more opportunities for investment than core Toronto areas. Wexford is known for its now senior 

generation of Greek migrants.  

 

A little less than half the number of documented Arabs living in Canada who reside in the 

Greater Toronto Area had arrived in the previous decade, while another 25% came to Canada 

between 1981 and 1990. In contrast, only about 7% of immigrants of Arab origin arrived in the 

1960s, while just 1% came to Canada before 1961, but immigration is still on-going. Although 

Lawrence Avenue East is known for its Arabization, these Arab families reside in the bordering 

North York region, which is the reason why we include the photograph of Victoria Terrace 

which is a daily commute for Arabs working in Scarborough, considering also the the Don 

Valley Parkway is immediately after the Victoria Park Avenue on Lawrence Avenue East in 

North York. 

 
A Tour Down Lawrence East 
 



 
 
October 7th, 2015                                                         GGRC56H3: Spaces of Travel & Migration 

Beginning our travel itinerary on foot in the plaza on the South side of Lawrence before 

the Birchmount intersection, we see our first destination, Oum Kalthoum Cafe. This shisha cafe 

is named after the internationally famous Egyptian singer, songwriter, and film actress of the 

1920s to the 1970s, it has attracted many senior Middle Eastern customer base who look for a 

calm, laid back and more authentic atmosphere. If you take a look at Image 2, you can see tables 

with backgammon boards (a favourite Egyptian game often played during leisure time) and 

wallpaper that reflects an oriental look (Said). As most shisha cafes on Lawrence open after 

4PM, we suggest that travellers travel after this time to experience the atmosphere and 

hospitality, as well as their infamous loose leaf “Russian tea” (as the Arab lady who works there 

calls it) and variety of shisha flavours.  As we resume our travel on the south side of Lawrence 

going West, we hit Crockford Boulevard. Since this is an industrial road, the only vehicles that 

approach it are trucks and employees of industries, people trying to find a shortcut to their 

destination on Lawrence, but no pedestrians walk on this road since there is no business for 

people to be scavenging along this twisting and turning long-stretch. If you stand on the West 

side of Crockford on the pathway, you might be able to spot the scary scraps of rusted metal 

shaped as dinosaurs randomly situated on the other side of the road. These structures are 

developed by the large industrial metal cutting company by the name of AC Waterjet, signifying 

the continuation of Scarborough’s Golden Mile industrial past. The West side of Crawford is 

also the location of the second destination, Diana’s Seafood Store and Restaurant. This is only of 

Wexford’s oldest and most famous stores, along with the Wexford Restaurant, which is the next 

destination on the North side of Lawrence before the Warden intersection. Both destinations 

define the presence of Greek immigrants that once worked along the Golden Mile and started 

businesses if they had enough savings to be able to do so. Diana and Tony, the owner of Wexford 

restaurant, both fulfil a rags-to-riches narrative of European-descendant immigrants in Toronto.  
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The Wexford restaurant was established in May of 1958, by the Kirk Bros, Tony and 

Tommy. We had a chance to meet Tony when we were planning our itinerary, who told us his 

story. He had emigrated to Toronto in the late 1940s from Greece with his parents who rented a 3 

bedroom apartment shared with 24 people on Danforth (Greektown). While sitting in his 

restaurant with a business client in front of him with whom he paused the conversation to speak 

with us, he pointed to the Liberal party constituency office immediately on the other side of the 

road opposite the window he was sitting by and a said” now I am a millionaire with only 3 years 

of public high school education and my friend Mr. Duguid consults with me on property and 

community development matters”. On our way out of the restaurant, his son Anthony said to 

drop by anytime since the restaurant's provides as a historical resource of Scarborough, and 

mentioned that his dad is the only single man owning the most property in Scarborough, and 

bought out Lawrence in Wexford as a Business Improvement Area (BIA). Anthony told us that 

all the big flower pots and nice lamp posts along Lawrence Avenue East were a part of the BIA 

plan as it had become important to upscale the since many municipal leaders choose the Wexford 

restaurant as their site of interaction with the voting communities. Tony also starting “Taste of 

Lawrence” with other business owners in the area. By visiting Diana and Tony’s businesses, we 

deconstructed the idea of Lawrence Avenue East as the home of Arab diaspora in Toronto. The 

mural on the West side of the Wexford Heights Shopping Plaza depicts the colonial history of 

Wexford, and the two next destinations are murals of Diana and Tony. Tony made sure to make 

the distinction that they were murals not “graffiti art” that the BIA has continued plans to erase 

from Wexford which is seen as poisoning the predominantly White middle class Wexford 

community. 
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Continuing the travel West on the South sidewalk of Lawrence Avenue, we pass a series 

of Lebanese shawarma restaurants, convenience stores and Islamic bookstores. We counted five 

for the number of stores names that included the word “Oriental”. We can see not only in words 

but also in Oriental imagery such as Oum Kalthoum Cafe’s interior aesthetic and the 

hieroglyphics in Nile Cafe store front sign, which attracts those searching for authentic Middle 

Eastern consumer products. Arz bakery and grocer's, The last destination before Victoria 

Terrace viewpoint also uses an Oriental aesthetic inside and outside of the store (Bryce and 

Whitlock)). Hungry travellers must try the Lebanese pizza (manakeesh) served with fresh zaatar 

(a tasty herb) and cheese topping, and pick up the Middle Eastern equivalent of a soda- Barbican. 

In one of these plazas, we spotted four Korean owned businesses: a karaoke bar, a convenience 

store, a hair salon and what is apparently the most famous Korean restaurant in East Toronto, 

Makkal Chon. Makkal Chon is busy with customers even during earlier hours of operation. When 

we walked in, all the tables were seated and the young Korean boy provided us with a take home 

menu and told us that the restaurant had been open for eight-years. It occurred to us that we had 

never even seen Makkal Chon and whenever we wanted to have Korean food, we would go to 

Yonge and Finch or Koreatown. We realised we fed into the idea of ethnic enclaves as having 

the most authentic structures of migrant minority communities (Barabantseva). We also question 

this notion of authenticity as being situated in a certain place, space and time. This is also true for 

Patna Kabab House, which only one of the two of us knows about because of it being a famous 

South Asian spot which, just like Makkal Chon, is always busy with customers. We thought it 

was important to include these European and migrant minority destinations in the itinerary. Even 

though there are a greater number of Arab-owned businesses in Wexford area, they exist within a 

historical framework impacted with and by these other businesses. While there is a greater 

number of Arab owned destinations, the European-owned destinations maintain their popularity 
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due to the fact that White settler narratives and the existence of White settlers still exist and are, 

after all, the majority (Mowatt and French). This is also another critique of the ethnic enclave 

idea as erasing an overarching power structure which we spoke about in the beginning of this 

travel itinerary. 

 

We conclude our travel on the intersection of Lawrence Avenue East and Victoria Park 

Avenue, on the Victoria Terrace viewpoint. This is destination is where Lawrence Avenue 

elavates to its highest point geographically, and where the line is drawn between Scarborough 

and North York. From this point, we can see the downtown Toronto skyline in the South-West, 

and the North York area from South to North. We can spot the buildings near Fairview mall in 

the North and the CN Tower in the South. 

 
Feasibility and Accessibility 

As the travelling in this travel itinerary only includes walking through the intersections of 
Birchmount/Lawrence and Victoria Park/Lawrence, the only expenditure will be getting to the 
area from the traveller’s location, whether that be on foot, by car or public transit, which are the 
only travel arrangements that will be necessary. As some stores display what I call ethnic 
artwork, community histories, and historical information on Wexford, it is possible to step into 
these spaces to view them without having to pay. I would hold this true for the older colonial and 
White structures that make money off of their histories and presence, whereas post-1950 
racialized store-owners cannot make the same claims due to existing political structures, and 
therefore I would recommend purchasing a tea or shisha or food item upon visit as to not be 
voyeuristic upon their display of culture which they already have to make money off of (Bryce).  
What are the logistical considerations like physical (disability, legal or financial constraints?  
While we have lived and been around the streets of Wexford for more than 10 years of our lives, 
we have seen people with physical disabilities (such as blindness on a recent occasion) navigate 
the sidewalks but that is only to our knowledge as able-bodied people creating this itinerary. A 
maximum of 7 people can travel together if stopping to go inside stores is decided, otherwise any 
number of people can explore the sidewalks. This itinerary will speak to the people that can 
relate to the three categories of destinations that we have distinguished in this itinerary. These are 
people with European descent who have migrated pre-1950s who seek to confirm White histories 
of Canadian towns or cities, but more strikingly to travellers part of racialized migrant 
communities in a town or city that are seen as being part of an “ethnic enclave”. It can mean 
anyone from a precarious status to a full citizen, of any age, gender, faith, or sexual orientation. 
 
Background Research 
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The information about the locations have come from the locations themselves, either by 

speaking to store-owners or employees, reading histories on the store websites or menus, or 

through oral histories by residents of Scarborough that visit these locations. The background 

information is through academic scholarly articles or City of Toronto archives. The division of 

labour for this assignment between Noor and Ali is as follows. Both Noor and Ali discovered 

store information and oral histories. Noor photographed the neighborhood and provided 

scholarly research to support the theme of the assignment, drawing from anthropology, 

postcolonial and feminist studies, sociology, geography and city studies. Ali researched City of 

Toronto archives, as well as other local Scarborough archives. 
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